
Anal Fissures 

Anal fissures are small tears in the lining of the anus that can cause significant discomfort, 
pain and bleeding. Although they are relatively common, many people feel embarrassed to 
discuss them, often suffering in silence. In this blog, we’ll explore what anal fissures are, 
their causes, symptoms, and treatment options to help you understand this condition 
better. 

What is an Anal Fissure? 

An anal fissure is a small, painful tear in the skin of the anus. It often occurs during bowel 
movements, particularly when passing hard or large stools or frequent loose stool. While 
anal fissures can affect anyone, they are more common in certain populations, including 
individuals with chronic constipation or diarrhea and post partum women. 

Common Causes 

Several factors can contribute to the development of anal fissures: 

1. Hard or Large Stools: Straining to pass difficult stools is one of the most common 
causes of anal fissures. 

2. Chronic Diarrhea: Frequent bowel movements can irritate the anal lining, leading 
to fissures. 

3. Childbirth: Women may experience anal fissures during or after childbirth due to 
the strain on the anal area. 

4. Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD): Conditions like Crohn’s disease and ulcerative 
colitis can cause inflammation that may lead to fissures. 

5. Poor Blood Flow: Conditions that reduce blood flow to the anal area can impede 
healing and increase the risk of fissures. 

Symptoms 

The symptoms of anal fissures can vary but typically include: 

• Sharp Pain: Often described as a stabbing or burning sensation during bowel 
movements and sometimes lasting afterward. 

• Bleeding: Bright red blood may appear on toilet paper or in the stool. 

• Itching or Irritation: The area around the fissure may feel itchy or irritated. 

• Visible Tear: In some cases, a small tear or ulcer can be seen at the anal opening. 



When to See a Doctor 

While many anal fissures can heal on their own, it’s important to consult a healthcare 
professional if you experience: 

• Severe pain or discomfort that interferes with daily activities 

• Blood in your stool that persists or worsens 

• Symptoms lasting longer than a few weeks 

• Signs of infection, such as fever or increased swelling 

Diagnosis 

Diagnosing an anal fissure typically involves a physical examination. Your doctor may 
perform a digital rectal exam to assess the area. In some cases, they may recommend 
further testing to rule out other conditions, especially if you have recurrent fissures or 
additional symptoms. 

Treatment Options 

Treatment for anal fissures focuses on relieving pain, promoting healing, and preventing 
recurrence. Common treatment options include: 

1. Dietary Changes: Increasing fiber intake through fruits, vegetables, and whole 
grains can help soften stools, making bowel movements easier. 

2. Hydration: Drinking plenty of water can also help prevent constipation. 

3. Sitz Baths: Soaking in warm water for 10-15 minutes several times a day can soothe 
the area and promote relaxation of the anal muscles and increased blood flow. 

4. Prescription Medications: In some cases, doctors may prescribe topical 
medications such as a calcium channel blocker to relax the anal sphincter and 
promote healing. 

5. Surgery: For chronic or severe fissures that do not respond to other treatments, 
surgical options such as lateral internal sphincterotomy or botox may be considered 
to relieve tension in the anal sphincter. 

Prevention 

Preventing anal fissures involves adopting healthy bowel habits: 

• Eat a High-Fiber Diet: Focus on a diet rich in fiber to promote regular, soft stools. 



• Stay Hydrated: Drink plenty of fluids to support digestive health. 

• Avoid Straining: Respond to the urge to have a bowel movement and avoid 
prolonged sitting on the toilet. 

Conclusion 

Anal fissures can be painful and distressing, but they are treatable. Understanding the 
causes, symptoms, and treatment options can empower individuals to seek help and make 
necessary lifestyle changes. If you suspect you have an anal fissure or are experiencing 
persistent symptoms, don’t hesitate to consult a healthcare professional. With proper care 
and attention, healing is possible, allowing you to return to a more comfortable and healthy 
life. 

 


