
Pilonidal Disease: 

Pilonidal disease is a condition that affects the area near the tailbone and is often 
characterized by the formation of painful tracts or abscesses. While it can occur in anyone, 
it is more common in young adults and often affects individuals who spend long periods 
sitting. This blog will explore what pilonidal disease is, its causes, symptoms, and 
treatment options to help you better understand this condition. 

What is Pilonidal Disease? 

Pilonidal disease occurs when hair follicles in the skin near the tailbone become inflamed 
or infected. This can lead to the development of a pilonidal abscess, which is a pocket of 
tissue that can fill with pus and become painful. The condition may also cause the 
formation of multiple tracts or abscesses in the area, leading to recurrent discomfort. 

Common Causes 

While the exact cause of pilonidal disease is not fully understood, several factors are 
believed to contribute to its development: 

1. Hair Growth: The presence of hair in the area is a significant factor, as ingrown hairs 
can irritate the skin and lead to inflammation. 

2. Prolonged Sitting: Individuals who spend long periods sitting, such as truck drivers 
or office workers, may be more susceptible to developing pilonidal disease. 

3. Obesity: Excess weight can increase friction in the tailbone area and may 
contribute to the formation of cysts. 

4. Genetics: Some people may have a hereditary predisposition to developing the 
condition. 

Symptoms 

The symptoms of pilonidal disease can vary in severity and may include: 

• Pain and Discomfort: This is often the most noticeable symptom, especially when 
sitting or during physical activity. 

• Swelling and Redness: The skin around the pit may appear swollen, red, and 
inflamed. 

• Drainage: Infected pits may drain pus or blood, leading to foul-smelling discharge. 

• Fever: In some cases, the infection can lead to fever and chills, indicating a more 
serious condition. 



• Recurring Abscesses: Some individuals may experience repeated episodes of 
abscess formation and infection. 

When to Seek Medical Help 

If you experience symptoms of pilonidal disease, especially severe pain, drainage, or fever, 
it’s important to consult a healthcare professional. Early intervention can help prevent 
complications and reduce the risk of recurrence. 

Diagnosis 

Diagnosing pilonidal disease typically involves a physical examination of the affected area. 
Your doctor may ask about your symptoms, medical history, and any previous episodes of 
cyst formation. In some cases, imaging tests like ultrasound or MRI may be used to assess 
the extent of the condition. 

Treatment Options 

Treatment for pilonidal disease depends on the severity of the condition and may include: 

1. Conservative Management: For mild cases, conservative measures may be 
recommended, including: 

o Warm Compresses: Applying warm compresses to the affected area can 
help relieve discomfort and promote drainage. 

o Pain Relief: Over-the-counter pain relievers like ibuprofen or acetaminophen 
can help manage pain. 

o Hair management: Keeping the area free of hair for preventing infection. 

2. Incision and Drainage: If a pit becomes infected, your doctor may perform a minor 
surgical procedure to drain the abscess. This can provide immediate relief and help 
prevent the infection from spreading. 

3. Surgical Removal: For recurrent or severe cases, surgery may be necessary to 
remove the pit and surrounding tissue. This procedure, known as a pilonidal cyst 
excision, can reduce the likelihood of recurrence. 

4. Post-Operative Care: After surgery, proper wound care is crucial for healing. Your 
doctor will provide instructions on how to care for the surgical site and manage 
pain. 

Prevention 

Preventing pilonidal disease involves making some lifestyle changes: 



• Maintain Good Hygiene: Keeping the area clean and free of hair can help reduce 
the risk of cyst formation. 

• Manage Weight: Maintaining a healthy weight can decrease friction in the tailbone 
area. 

• Stop Smoking: If you smoke you should stop 

• Avoid Prolonged Sitting: Take breaks if you spend long periods sitting to relieve 
pressure on the tailbone. 

• Regular Grooming: If you are prone to ingrown hairs, consider regular grooming or 
hair removal in the area. 

Conclusion 

Pilonidal disease can be uncomfortable and inconvenient, but understanding the condition 
can help you manage it effectively. If you suspect you have pilonidal disease or are 
experiencing symptoms, don’t hesitate to seek medical advice. With appropriate treatment 
and preventive measures, you can reduce the risk of recurrence and improve your overall 
quality of life. Remember, prioritizing your health is essential, and addressing symptoms 
early can lead to better outcomes. 

 


